Statement on the circumstances surrounding the death of Mr Ian Tomlinson 

A spokesman for the Labour group on the London Assembly said: "To maintain confidence in the police, and for the sake of Mr Tomlinson’s family, the IPCC investigation into the events surrounding the death of an apparently wholly innocent man should be carried out thoroughly and swiftly.

"If the public is to have confidence in the ability of the police to manage protests in a safe and appropriate manner, the circumstances surrounding Mr Tomlinson’s death must be fully disclosed as soon as is practicable. There needs to be a full and open debate on the legitimacy and appropriateness of tactics used on the day. The police have a duty to explain and justify their actions.

"We expect a full report to be presented to the MPA and an open, full and frank debate to take place. While it would not be appropriate to comment on the specific events leading up to Mr Tomlinson's death until a full investigation has been completed, Labour Assembly members and others will be questioning the police about their actions on 1 April.

"Once the IPCC and any criminal investigations have been completed, we expect full disclosure of the circumstances and events leading up to Mr Tomlinson's death and some reassurance that action is being taken to ensure there are no more such tragedies."
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